
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



842 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

much more important than considerations of formal method of 
teaching), and psychologists should have for their function the 
distribution of this subject-matter so as to make it most avail- 
able for the various ages of the pupils. 

There is an abundance of valuable material gathered together in 
the chapters treating the doctrine of formal discipline, experiments, 
and localization of functions, consisting of quotations of authors 
pro and con, and of the substance of the material of the experiments 
which have been made. The author's considerations of the matter 
and his conclusions are not the least valuable portion of the contri- 
bution. All in all Professor Heck's treatise is of inherent value and 
will serve as an effective agent in clearing away the cobwebs of 
illusion concerning formal discipline which still hang heavy in 
certain educational quarters. 

John M. Gillette 



Das Geschlechtsleben der Menschheit. IV: "Das Geschlechts- 
leben der neuesten Zeit." Von Franz Helbing. Berlin: 
Hermann Walther, 1910. 8vo, pp. viii+296. 
A thorough study of the problems of sex-life in recent times, 
even for a single people, would be a hard task and it would be a 
social service of great value. Such a study would require unique 
equipment. In particular, no one but an expert in institutional 
history and in sociology could well hope for success. The present 
work has not in any important respect advanced the solution of any 
of the grave questions incident to the sexual life of man. There 
is little evidence that the author understands the sociological mean- 
ing of his subject. The sensational is exploited. Curiosities and 
highly seasoned anecdotes are collected. One seeks in vain for 
help on such questions as sex-education or the social remedies for 
the great "black plague." Sometimes a coarseness of style is 
deliberately adopted. The author declares that, "in spite of an 
unavoidable freedom of expression," he believes his book "has 
served true morality." The earnest sociologist will be the last 
person to criticize plain speaking. Prurient modesty in the dis- 
cussion of sex-problems is a serious hindrance to social progress. 
Yet it is much to be doubted whether the "freedom" of the author's 
speech is always prompted by wise zeal for the revelation of un- 
pleasant truth. Moreover, his judgments are often harsh and with- 
out discrimination. He is inclined to brand with hard names an 
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epoch, a people, a book or a social theory. There is little suspension 
of judgment or calm weighing of evidence ; slight effort to search out 
the fundamental social causes of sexual vice or degeneration. 
Good examples of such violence of assertion and of such sterility 
of method may be found in the first chapter where the teachings of 
St. Simon, Fourier, Robert Owen, and other socialists are indicted. 

The text is not sustained by a proper scientific apparatus. Some- 
times a book or a writer is named in the discussion, and there is 
an occasional footnote in the margin; but no bibliography of 
sources or of secondary authorities is provided. Some of the inci- 
dents or other details would be of real service, if backed up by 
exact citation of the sources. In the present stage of historical 
research, is it not too much to expect the reader to take unverified 
assertions on trust? 

The author's hardihood in some portions of his book is amaz- 
ing. Such is the case in the chapter devoted to the United States, 
which he styles "the land of unlimited possibilities." The narra- 
tive does not rise above the level of gossip. It is absolutely with- 
out scientific value. Trustworthy sources of information seem to 
be entirely unknown to the writer. A few rambling paragraphs, 
for instance, are given to divorce; but they contain no evidence of 
first-hand acquaintance with either of our two great government 
reports, with the monographic literature to which these reports 
have given rise, or with any of the papers which the very active 
discussion of the problem of marriage and divorce during the last 
few years has called forth. It is to be regretted that this book 
was ever published ! 

George Elliott Howard 

University of Nebraska 

Transition in Virginia from Colony to Commonwealth. By 
Charles Ramsdell Lingley, Ph.D., Instructor in His- 
tory, Dartmouth College. New York: Columbia Univer- 
sity, 1 910. 
Dr. Lingley has treated an already familiar subject, the begin- 
ning of the Revolution in Virginia, with great care and without 
bias or preconceptions. His book, based as it is in all its parts 
upon the original sources, sought out at great pains and expense 
in Virginia, in the libraries of New York and Massachusetts, is 
decidedly a contribution to American historical literature, and it is 



